Our weekly community profile 



Spring tilling: Glenn Peterson of ty overlooks the community’s pop- 
Algoma turns up soil in a garden ular tourist attraction, Lake 
plot for a neighbor whose proper- Michigan. 


May 12,1990 



City leader: Orville Demeuse, who for two years, looks out a window 

has served as mayor of Algoma in his office at City Hall. 



Attention: Harold Gehrke, 
Algoma school superinten¬ 
dent, addresses students. 


At work: Henry Ropson, seated, who turns 
92 this month, talks shop at his Ford 
dealership with son, Ralph, 66. 


“Being along the 
shores of Lake 
Michigan, we take 
it for granted.” 

— Orville Demeuse, 
Algoma mayor 
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Algoma rallies around the lake, schools 


creased.” he said. 

An increasing number of older people 
are moving to Algoma to retire while col¬ 
lege graduates are taking jobs elsewhere. 

One of the older residents, Henry Rop- 
son still pumps gasoline for customers at 
his Ford dealership and next door service 
station at Fremont and Fourth streets. 

Ropson, who will be 92 on May 25. has 
lived in Algoma since 1918 after moving 
from the Luxemburg area. He has been a 
Ford dealer since 1934. 

He’s been at his present location since 
1939. His work day begins at 7 a.m. and 
ends 12 hours later. As a matter of fact, many high school 

Ropson said he has plenty of repeat cus- students attending school in Algoma 
tomers because he's an "established old have close friends from the Kewaunee 
guy.” and Luxemburg-Casco school districts, he 

At one time there were more young peo- said, 
pie. The school district has an enrollment 

They attended dances every Friday of 735 students in kindergarten through 
night They also found thing? to do at a grade 12. Other schools are St. Paul LLa¬ 
yout h center and many gathered for high theran School and St. Mary Catholic 
school football and basketball games. School, both elementary schools 
said lifelong resident Kay Vandervest. 39. The community rallies around school 
personnel and office manager at the Al- sports, concerts and academic events, 
goma Medical Center. Gehrke. 55. said. 

Harold Gehrke works with youngsters "We feel some of the things we're pro¬ 
in Algoma and surrounding communities, viding for the'students benefit the city.” 

Gehrke. Algoma School District super- he said, 
intendent, said the school mirrors the 
community in its closeness 


By Gary Dodge 

Press-Gazette 

ALGOMA — True to form, while the 
rest of Northeastern Wisconsin was going 
through an April heat wave, a Lake Mich¬ 
igan breeze kept Algoma residents cool. 

"Being along the shores of Lake Michi¬ 
gan, we take it for granted. We look at it 
every day and don’t think it’s so beauti¬ 
ful,” Mavor Orville Demeuse, 67. said. 

’’But' for _ 

people coming Press-Gazette photos 

into town by Ken Behrend 

over the hill - 

on (State Highway) 42 and they see the 
city spread out along the shores of Lake 
Michigan. That is an attraction to them,” 
said Demeuse. who’s been mayor for two 
years. 

Indians once named the site of Algoma 
"Ahnapee.” which means flowers, he said. 

The Kewaunee County community s 
main attraction is Lake Michigan fishing 

commercial and charter, he said. 

Last summer the fishing industry was 
hurt by a National Wildlife Federation re¬ 
port saving PCB levels in some species of 
Lake Michigan fish were at dangerous 
levels, Demeuse said. 

But the group’s conclusions have been 
disputed and city leaders hope the fishing 


The Algoma file 

□ Population: 3.656 (city of Algoma 
sign) 

L Main highways: State highways 
42 and 54 

□ Public school enrollment: 735 

(kindergarten through grade 12) 

□ Tourist attractions: Commercial 
and charter fishing and Lake Michi¬ 
gan 




Algoma 


Kewaunee 
County 1 


industry will rebound this year, he said. 

Lake Michigan isn’t the only body of 
water in the city. The Ahnapee River cuts 
a path through it. 

Demeuse. a retired plant superinten¬ 
dent for Algoma Hardwoods, described 
residents as friendly and hardworking. 

Many residents work at local compa¬ 
nies Some work at the shipyards in Stur¬ 
geon Bay. 

Many people from nearby communities 
commute to Algoma for employment, 
mainly at Algoma Hardwoods. Mafco 
Corp., Plumbers Woodwork and Wiscon¬ 
sin Label. Demeuse said. 

The makeup of the close-knit city, how¬ 
ever. is changing. 

"The younger generation is leaving, 
therefore, the population hasn’t in- 


■ Next week: Menominee. Mich 







